Final Proposal Paper: 10 pages the influence of family environment on juvenile delinquency (criminal acts among children)? 


1. What variables you have to design measures for the research?  How do you conceptualize these variables (your definitions and operationalization of these measures)?  You may review how the prior studies examined these variables.
2. If you consider measures that were developed by other researchers, you should explain what makes you think those measures you will adopt from the literature are suitable for your research variables.
3. If you do develop your own measurements for the variables, how do you know they are good, or at least good enough?
4. What types of scales will you adopt for your research variables?  You may have to use several different scales for different variables. Please discuss them all with your reasons and justifications.
5. Please try to define a variable (for example, domestic violence or depression) and describe what behaviors are covered under this term.  You may check the literature for your references.
6. In a study, there should be few independent variables, and at least one dependent variable along with some control variables (so the relationships between independent and dependent variables are examined to be truly existed, not spurious ones).  The selection of independent and dependent variables is from your research interests; however, the selection of control variables should be your careful consideration. In general, control variable are those variables which are commonly related to both independent and dependent variables.  What control variables will you adopt for your study and WHY?
	
Here are the instructions on the final paper:

 Final Proposal Paper (due on Dec. 5th, 2017)
· Your final project in this class will be to assemble a packet of materials for submission (as if you would submit it to the Institutional Review Board). This includes all required paperwork, 1) consent forms (agreement from subjects to take the survey), and 2) most of all a research ‘protocol’ or description of your research design, the contribution you hope to make to social knowledge (in other words, the main body of your research proposal), and 3) the protections for research with human subjects appropriate to your proposed project (completed IRB form).This final proposal is your plan to complete a research project.  As a researcher, proposal is to be evaluated as if the real research is "worthy" and "able" to be done correctly.
· The literature is to review related prior studies published in the academic journals. To search journal article you may follow the direction below:

















1. go to  http://library.lamar.edu/ 
2. Please click Cardinal OneSearch tab in the top central box. Mark “key words,” “Full Text” and “Peer Reviewed” before you type in your key word search in the box.  If your research topic is about Causes of Homicide, then you may type “causes homicide” in the search key words box.  There should be many articles filtered that have those two words indicated in those articles. You may read their abstract first to choose few of them as the knowledge foundations for building up your research design (what variables are important to be included in your research, for example).
· Please read the document: Research Proposal Writing Direction in this topic's folder.  You will write your proposal as suggested in the BLACK PRINT. The blue print is to introduce you if you go beyond a research proposal with some real data analysis is done (for example, a thesis).
· Consent form is usually one or two paragraphs of writing to introduce your research project to subjects and ask for their agreement before they are interviewed (or fill out a questionnaire).
· IRB is a form to send to university research office to ask for their permission of conducting your research. In the IRB form, you are to ensure your research should not jeopardize your subjects into any possible hurtful situations (physically and/or psychologically). If there is possible harm, there should be some treatments provided to the harmed subjects so there is no long-term negative impacts in their life.
· Please prepare a PowerPoint Slides to present your final research proposal.
· The final written version of this work is due on the last day of Topic 6. You are strongly recommended to submit a draft of your materials to another class participant for comments ahead of time so you can refine it before submitting to the class site. This is your opportunity to present your own proposal and demonstrate that you have met the appropriate learning goals.
· Your submission will be examined by SafeAssign for plagiarized content. If you find the examination report showing the copied content more than 10%, you may consider to review your draft and make sure they are your original writing and submit it again.
· You may submit your research proposal up to 3 attempts and only the last one will be graded.
 







Final Paper. (20 percent of final grade or 100/500 points). Your final project in this class will be to assemble a packet of materials for submission (as if you would submit it to the Institutional Review Board). This includes all required paperwork, consent forms, and most of all a research ‘protocol’ or description of your research design, the contribution you hope to make to social knowledge, and the protections for research with human subjects appropriate to your proposed project. During the final session of the semester, you will present your IRB proposal to the group. The final written version of this work is due at the last day of Topic 7. You are strongly recommended to submit a draft of your materials to another class participant for comments ahead of time so you can refine it before submitting to the class site. This is your opportunity to present your own proposal and demonstrate that you have met the appropriate learning goals. Your paper will go through Blackboard plagiarism examination and any main text (while references are normal since many others may cite same articles you cite in yours) found plagiarized content is subjected to penalty. Quatations are not welcomed in the final paper. Please rephrase and cite them instead.
 
Here are the instructions on the Research paper review that is due December 9th:
Each student is expected to review/evaluate a research paper. Attached is a complete paper (submitted to journal for reviewers' examination for possible publication) and you will write your evaluation of this manuscript. You should examine the paper’s strengths and weaknesses (reliable? valid? possible contributions to the literature, quality of writing, and if appropriate methods/analyses were chosen for the research, etc.)  You are asked to provide professional opinions how to improve the submitted research (which should be reasonable and workable from the authors’ perspective) so it can be published with better outcomes. Your should also examine its context, key concepts, format (APA) and controversies related to its approach or problem in research design
Research Paper Review. (14 percent of final grade or 70/500 points). Each student is expected to review/evaluate a research paper. I will provide one or more published papers and you will write an appreciation and critique on the paper(s) with regards to the research design for the research inquiry, sampling, literature review coverage, hypotheses, and chosen examination methods presented in the research. Look at this assignment as your opportunity to demonstrate the extent to which you have by that point met the relevant learning goals. In your review, not only should you criticize the paper’s strengths and weaknesses, you are asked to provide professional opinions how to improve the research (which should be reasonable and workable from the authors’ perspective). Your may examine its context, key concepts, and controversies related to its approach or problem in research design. Your paper will go through Blackboard plagiarism examination and any main text (while references are normal since many others may cite same articles you cite in yours) found plagiarized content is subjected to penalty. Quatations are not welcomed in the final paper. Please rephrase and cite them instead.



Quantitative Methods Criminology 1. Please read the attached articles. Manuscript: Stalans, Loretta; Ritchie, Jennifer. 2008. “Relationship of Substance Use/Abuse with Psychological and Physical Intimate Partner Violence: Variations Across Living Situations.” Journal of Family Violence, Vol. 23 Issue 1, p9-24. It is also available in Lamar Online Journal database. 2. Please make adequate appreciation and critique of the research design presented in the paper. a. Overall what are the strengths and weaknesses of this study if you judge the study by its ability to examine/answer the research questions (topic). 10 points Ideas -> theories -> hypotheses -> results -> conclusion (support/deny the hypotheses) b. Please describe the RESEARCH DESIGN of this study in details. You should describe their (potential) reasons/justifications of adopting those designs. 10 points c. With regards to the sampling, what do you think of the sampling methods used in the study? Do you have better ideas? And what kinds of resources you may need to implement your sampling design? Your ideas need to be something workable instead of being ideal but impossible to execute. If you have only ten thousand dollars more in budgets than the researcher(s) on sampling and/or samples, what would you do to improve your design? 10 points 3. Now, you are granted by the Institute of Drug Abuse for an extension of the abovementioned study to be conducted in the United States. The IDA is interested in the differences of drug use among incarcerated men, women, and juveniles. They found that depression and anxiety are often demonstrated by many drug users and are interested if these drug users may have different drug use patterns among these three groups. a. How will you compose your research design to achieve these goals (make sure you are going to achieve each of the new goals) the IDA sets for you? 15 points b. should you considerate the generalization issue in your research design? If you do, please tell us how will you do it and justify your choices of the design. If you do not, explain why? 15 points









A research proposal is similar to a research paper except a proposal has NO research results since it has not been conducted.
A research proposal should have an Introduction that states the purposes of the proposed research and justifications that can rationalize why it is important to conduct a study on the selected topic.   In the Introduction, there may discuss what had been found in the literature on the selected topic and what have not been (sufficiently) studied so the proposed one is important enough to be further explored.
 
The next session will be the Literature Review, which should consist of reviews of studies that are relevant to the current proposal. Studies that offer relevant results to the proposal should be discussed. It can include measurements of variables used in the past studies; correlations between variables (that will be examined in the proposed study) in the past studies (so it can be used to inform you what relationship between them are expected if you examine them in your study); the conflict and similar results (of the above two areas) reported in the past studies (studies may have similar or totally different results on similar paired correlations, so as the measurements/definitions of variables); discussions of how different ways of measurements on specific variables may result in similar or opposite correlations in different studies; and finally to conclude how the literature, in general, help you form your hypotheses that will be examined in your proposed study.  In general, you should review at least 10 articles to generate some meaning literature review for a simple study proposal.
 
The third session, Methods (or use Research Design for the title of this session), is heavy for this proposal assignment.  In this session, you should specify what RESEARCH DESIGN that you will adopt and why (justifications should be strong, such as why survey is better than content analysis or case studies).  Your justifications should be EVIDENCE-BASED, NOT you feel certain method is better.  After a research design is chosen, discuss your general research design plan, WHAT Variables are to be included? How are they defined and measured (again, with good justifications) and how are they acceptable in terms of your literature review?  What kinds of samples will be adopted and how are they to be selected? How many are needed (WHY? Justifications are needed too.)  Describe your sampling procedure should be described in details so that readers can judge if your sampling is good enough to make your research finding trustworthy.  How do you justify that your resources and capability are enough to complete the sampling procedure?  Will you encounter certain challenges and/or obstacles during the sampling process AND how will you deal with it?   What is your analytical plan after your data is collected? What statistical analyses will be conducted and its justifications?  Some detailed procedure may be needed, depending on the methods of your choice.  Keep in mind that sometimes you will choose a sampling procedure that you can do but not the best one that should be chosen.  Under the situation, you should justify that the chosen sampling procedure may not be the best but it is good enough to generate good-enough results (that is trustworthy although there may be some levels of bias).
 




[bookmark: _GoBack]
The next session is Expected Results.  Since this is a proposal and logically you should expect that your hypotheses that were derived from your literature review should be supported from your research findings.  However, it may not be the case if your proposed variables are somewhat measured different from the past studies or that your samples (or sampling procedure) are not as good as expected (or will be better than those done in the past).  This session is brief and probably only a page or so.  Nevertheless, good justifications of what you expect in the research findings are very important.
 
The last session of your main text is Expected Obstacles and Solutions (can use some other titles).  Every research project will encounter some sorts of difficulties that may prevent researchers from completion of their study.  You should try to foresee them at the best you can possibly do.  Sampling procedure can be one of the most common ones.  You may find your variables are difficult to be analyzed in your chosen statistical analyses.  Or you may find you need lots of labor power to deal with data but you just do not have that much of time yourself or money to hire someone to do so for you.  If you cannot find possible solutions for your foreseeable obstacles, you will not convince your readers that you could complete the study and your research proposal will be a poor one because you proposed something that cannot be done.   In other words, a good research proposal should be studying a topic that is important enough for the field; it can stand upon the past studies and go beyond; it has a good research design and can be conducted in your power and limited resources; its hypotheses are reasonable and can be tested with proposed research design, samples and analytical plans; and the researchers are prepared for possible challenges in the research procedure.
 
A research proposal is presented to a supervisor, a grant foundation, or an agency that is interested in the line of the research topic.  Your proposal should convince them that yours is a great one and need to be done.  If there is another proposal is better than yours, that research proposal will be funded, not yours.  Therefore, you should strive for being the best proposal among all submitted ones.

